
The Lion and the Mouse 

 

 

  Once when a Lion was asleep a little Mouse began running up 

and down upon him; this soon wakened the Lion, who placed his huge 

paw upon him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him.  

 

 "Pardon, O King," cried the little Mouse: "forgive me this time, I shall 

never forget it: who knows but what I may be able to do you a turn 

some of these days?"   

 

The Lion was so tickled at the idea of the Mouse being able to help him 

that he lifted up his paw and let him go.  

 

Some time after the Lion was caught in a trap, and the hunters who 

desired to carry him alive to the King, tied him to a tree while they 

went in search of a wagon to carry him on.  

 

Just then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and seeing the sad 

plight in which the Lion was, went up to him and soon gnawed away 

the ropes that bound the King of the Beasts.  

 

 "Was I not right?" said the little Mouse. 

 

 Moral:  Little friends may prove great friends. 
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Pre-assessment 

 

Passage Name: “The Lion and the Mouse “ 

Once when a Lion was asleep, a little Mouse began running up and down upon 

him; 

How do you think the mouse is feeling at the beginning of this story? 

Write your answer on the box below.  Make sure to complete both sentences.  

Use details from the beginning of the story to complete the second sentence. 

 

1. The mouse feels_______________________________ at the beginning of the story. 

 

2.  I think this 

because________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Read the following paragraph and then answer both parts of the question below. 

 

Once when a Lion was asleep, a little Mouse began running up and down 

upon him; this soon wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon 

him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him. 

 

3. What problem does the mouse face in the paragraph? 

A. The Lion was sleeping 

B. The Lion woke up and caught the mouse 

C. The mouse got tired running up and down upon the Lion. 

4. Which sentence below best supports your answer? 

A.           The Lion was hungry 

B.           The Lion placed his huge paw upon the mouse. 

C.           The Lion swallowed the mouse. 

 

Read the following sentence and then answer the question below. 

"Pardon, O King," cried the little Mouse 

5. To say “pardon ” means   

A.  Forgive me  

B.  You’ll never forget someone 

C.  Go back to sleep 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"Pardon, O King," cried the little Mouse, "forgive me this time, I shall never 

forget it. Who knows but I may be able to do you a turn some of these days?" 

6. Why is the paragraph above an important part of the whole story? 

A. It shows that a mouse will cry sometimes. 

B. It shows that the mouse may be able to help the Lion one day. 

C. It shows that mice never forget. 

 

7. The moral of this story is:  Little friends may prove great friends. 
What do you think this means?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. How can the use of dialogue improve a story? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How can we determine the moral or lesson of a story? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What are some things we can add to a story, when we write, to make it 

more interesting to the reader? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Scoring Guide 

Questions 1 -2 

Accept all reasonable answers such as: 

 The mouse felt excited, scared, frightened, or confused because he was 

running up and down the lion. 

Question 3 – B 

Question 4 – B 

Question 5 – A 

Question 6 – B 

Question 7 

Accept all reasonable answers such as: It doesn’t matter what size you 

are you may still be able to help someone. 

Question 8- Accept all reasonable responses such as: 

Dialogue can be used to deepen our understanding of 
characters in a story and how they interact with each other.  
 

Question 9- Accept all reasonable responses such as: 

You can determine the moral of the story by asking what 
the character learned in this story.  
 

Question 10- Accept all reasonable responses such as:  

We can use descriptive details, dialogue and descriptions of 

actions, thoughts, and feelings to make our story more 

interesting to the reader.  

 

*Pre-assessments are used as formative assessments and should not be counted as a grade for report cards. 

They are intended to give the teacher valuable information for planning and grouping purposes. 



 

 

 

 

 


